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7 S—HeTme cymectBoBaHMA CBATO-
TponuKoro MOHacThIpA OBIIO

OTMeYeHO B Havasie CEHTAOPs Cero ropa
¢ 6onbmnM nogbeMoM. Heckonbko
IHEl HaIlOJIHEHBIX BCEeOOIell MOIUT-
BOIT 11 OpaTCKUM OOII[eHMeM Tl BCeM
Y4aCcTHUKAM TOP>KeCTB BO3MOXXHOCTD
PasMBIILIATH O OOraTOM HacC/IeAuu
Opatuu MOHacThIps. TecHass JyXoB-
Hasl CBsI3b OOMTENN C CeMUHApUeN Ha
HPOTSDKEHVN HECKOIBKUX JIeCATUIE THI
IPOO/DKAET U B HAIIY JHY 00OTalaTh
JKI3Hb CEMUHAPVCTOB U 1a€T BO3MOXK-
HOCTb >KMBOTO J[yXOBHOT'O OIIBITA Ha
Iy T 60rOC/I0BCKOr0 GOPMUPOBAHNS
FOHOIIIEN, TTOCBATUBIINX CBOU YKI3-
HI Ha ciny>keHue CBATOl XpUCTOBOII
Ilepxsu. Mp1 6arogapum bora 3a Ero
BE/IMIKYI0 MIIOCTb HU3IOCTIAHHYI0 HAM
Ha MPOTsHKEHNY MHOTYVX JIET B BUJIE
Ero noxpoButenbcTBa 1 JapoBaHHOI
BO3MOXXHOCTM COCYI[€eCTBOBATb CO
cBATOI 06MTenbio CBATOI Tpouis! B
I>xopransuie!

ettt A = i l— ==

e seventy-five year existence of Holy
Trinity Monastery was celebrated
with great uplift this year in the be-
ginning of September. Several days of
common prayer and fraternal contact
allowed all participants in the celebra-
tion the opportunity to reflect on the
monastery brotherhood’s rich legacy.
The tight spiritual bond between the
monastery and the Seminary over the
past several decades has continued to
enrich the lives of seminarians to the
present day and offers the young men
who are dedicating their lives to the
service of Christ'’s Holy Church the op-
portunity of sharing lived spiritual expe-
rience in the course of their theological
formation. We are grateful to God for
the great mercy He has bestowed upon
us over the course of many years in the
form of His protection and the possibil-
ity of coexistence with His sacred Holy
Trinity Monastery in Jordanville!
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Alumni Memories
ARCHPRIEST GEORGE LARIN (Class of 1967)

Holy Virgin Protection Russian Orthodox Church, Nyack, NY

As I read with great interest the reminiscences of my semi-
nary classmate, now a fellow-priest in Christ’s One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church, Fr. Lazar Kostur, in the No.
1 (17), 2005, issue of Holy Trinity Seminary Newsletter, a
flood of warm, treasured memories of our alma mater over-
whelmed me. I decided likewise to share my unforgettable
impressions of our beloved seminary with past, present, and
future seminarians.

But how does one adequately express in words the wealth of
valuable experience, accumulat-
ed during four years of daily life
with so many incredible people?
Whenever I think of those blessed
years — which is often — what
wells up deep inside my heart
is, first of all, gratitude to God
for having made it possible to
spend those four precious years
in the 60’ in Jordanville, and to
witness first-hand the lives of His
truly great disciples in the per-
sons of Archbishop Averky and
the monastic brotherhood of St. [
Job of Pochaev; the Inspector, Ar- 4
chimandrite (now Metropolitan) |
Laurus, who with Christian love
and charity maintained discipline
and good order among us; the |
Professor of Pastoral Theology,
my spiritual father and editor
of Pravoslavnaya Rus’, Archi-
mandrite Konstantin, graduate
of Heidelberg University, argu-
ably the finest university in the
world; the Professor of Dogmatic
Theology, Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky, graduate of
the Kiev Theological Academy and an Orthodox theologian
equal to St. Gregory the Theologian; the Dean, Professor
Nicholas Alexander from MIT; and all the rest of our beloved
Seminary’s unforgettable, highly esteemed teachers. So great
was the impression they made — one which was to last a life-
time - that less than a year after I enrolled I resolved, along
with two other seminarians, to ask Archbishop Averky to
tonsure us. As we approached the door of His Eminence’s
cell, however, we developed cold feet and decided not to act

Archpriest George Larin and Archpriest Elija Gorsky

upon this spur of the moment decision until we had given it
careful, prayerful consideration, and only after having made
every effort to emulate (even in small measures) the total
commitment to Christ shown by our formal and informal
teachers (c.f., Mt. 16:24; Mk. 8:34, Lk. 9:23).

Not only was Holy Trinity Seminary located on the same
grounds as Holy Trinity Monastery in Jordanville, but the
Seminary was (and continues to be) in every sense an adjunct
of the monastery, its offspring and branch: the Seminary is
nourished and sustained, physi-
cally, academically, and spiritu-
4| ally, by the monastery’s devoted
2+ brotherhood.
|  Both monks and seminarians
share the same monastic food in
the one and only dining room. At
the core of one’s daily activities,
whether a monk or a seminarian,
are one’s obediences, which each
must fulfill in accordance with the
i will of one’s spiritual father: read-
ing and singing during the daily
Divine services; working in the
print-shop, kitchen, apiary, or vast
vegetable garden; or participating
in other of the many activities of
the monastery and Seminary.
fl Hanging on the wall in front of

my desk at my office in Nyack is
my Bachelor of Theology degree,
no. 49, dated June 11, 1967, signed
by Archbishop Averky, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees and Rec-
tor of Holy Trinity Orthodox
Seminary of The University of
the State of New York, and by Nicholas Alexander, Dean of
the Seminary. It is the first thing I see each time I walk into
my office, and my heart fills with love and gratitude for the
devoted monks and faculty who made my reception of this
degree possible.

The Seminary, in its comprehensive five-year program,
does indeed impart all the knowledge necessary to serve
the Church as deacons and priests. But seminarians receive
much more than this alone: as they become immersed in
the life of Jordanville’s unique inhabitants, as they witness
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the simple life-style of genuine Orthodox Christians, they
become imbued with love for the Church and Her Divine
Founder.

As for myself, personally, the greatest treasures I received
while a seminarian at Jordanville were my future wife and
the introduction to the works of St. John Chrysostom, hav-
ing had the opportunity while in Seminary to read almost all
twelve volumes of his works in

Fr. Konstantin taught us seminarians the importance in
life of “being,” not “seeming to be” (“Byodv - a He kaxuco!”
he would tell us) and of choosing our words carefully when
expressing our thoughts.

Were it not for the influence of St. John of Shanghai and San
Francisco in my life I would never have left Australia to enroll
in Holy Trinity Seminary in January 1963. The Larin family,
after having been evacuated by

Russian. At the same time, my
classmate (later Bishop), the
late Alexander Mileant, read
the Church’s great teacher in
the original fourth-century
Greek!

I chose Archimandrite Kon-
stantin as my spiritual father
because I remembered him |
from Shanghai. Not only
was he blessed with the gift
of spiritual discernment, he
was fluent in English, Ger-
man, French, and Russian, and
knowledgeable in most areas
of human learning, including
comparative religions, phi-
losophy, and literature. When
I shared my disappointment
at not having married early
in life (as did my younger
brother, who had married a
wonderful Russian Orthodox
girl in Sydney, Australia, in

y the United Nations Relief and
%4 Rehabilitation Administration
| (UNRRA) from Shanghai to
the island of Tubabao in the
| Philippines in January 1949,
settled in Sydney, Australia, in
November 1949. After gradu-
ating from high school I began
a career in the world of finance,
gradually abandoning my boy-
hood devotion to the Church
and Her spiritual ideals. But
Vladyka John faithfully con-
tinued to write to me every
year, from Brussels and San
Francisco, each letter dated
and mailed on April 23 (Old
Calendar), to greet me on my
Saint’s Day. (Vladyka never
used the Gregorian calendar
when dating his letters, and
would always write his greet-
ings on the very feast day of
the Saint.) He would remind

1957, when both were twenty-

one), Fr. Konstantin asked me: “Have you ever prayed hard
and diligently for this?” I answered, “No.” He replied, “Start
praying!” So I did, and before many months had passed, a
national revolution against the colonial French power took
place in Morocco, at which point the French were forced to
leave the country. My future wife’s family was among those
who came to the United States from Casablanca, Morocco, in
1965, settling in Syracuse, NY. My classmate, (now Protodea-
con) Victor Lochmatow, took me there on Pascha early in the
morning after Liturgy to introduce me to the newly arrived
family. That unforgettable Paschal Sunday I fell in love with
the eldest daughter, Catherine, and Fr. Boris Kizenko married
us on January 29, 1967 — exactly four years to the day after
my arrival in Jordanville.

me of my boyhood devotion to
the Church and warn me that if I continued along the broad
path that my conscience would bother me in my old age and
that I would bitterly regret having missed the opportunity I
now had of going to Jordanville and serving the Church. How
right you were, dear Vladyka! How profound are my thanks
to you for your consistent, constant prayers and concern for
my spiritual welfare!

As my life in this mortal body approaches its inevitable
end, I would like to end my reminiscences by repeating the
following words of advice to present and future seminarians
from our then rector of blessed memory, Archbishop Averky:

“Seminarians! Value and use wisely the time God has granted you
to study at our Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary!” Amen.
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TPYIIIIA IIAJIOMHUKOB V3 CBATO-TPOUITKON CEMUHAPUU
B IJKOPOAHBWJIJIE COBEPIIIMJIA ITAJTIOMHMYECTBO
I1O CBATBIM MECTAM POCCHUNN

Ipynna nanomnuxoe na Cexuproti zope Ha Conosxax

C 18 m1oH4 110 2 UIONA IPYINA CTY/IEHTOB U BBIITYCKHUKOB
Caaro-Tpounxkoit [lyxosnoit Cemunapun B [>xopaansuiie
BO IJIaBe C 3aMeCTUTe/IeM JeKaHa JMaKOHOM Bragumupom
LlyprkoBbIM Haxofuaach B Poccyn 1151 HOK/IOHEHVS CBATBIHAM
Pycckoii ITpaBocnaBroit Llepxsu. IlamomHIYecTBO CoBepia-
nockb 1o 6marocnosennuto Ceareiiero ITarpuapxa Anekcnsa
u BricokonpeocssenHernero Murpononnta Jlaspa npu
TnofifiepxKKe TpesusenTa rpynmsl «CriyTHUK» B. A. Mopnana.

OTa mmoesjika CTaa BO3MOKHOI O71arofiaps1 akKTMBYU3aLNN
KOHTAKTOB MEX/Y NYXOBHBIMU IIKO/IaMyU MOCKOBCKO-
ro ITarpuapxara u 3apy6exnoi Llepksu. IIpurnamenne
nocetuTh Poccnio 1 mo3HaKOMUTCA C )KU3HBIO Pycckoit
IIpaBocnasnoit LlepkBu crynenTsr CesiTo-Tpouukoin ce-
MMHapUM MOAYYMIN OT peKTopa MockoBcKkoil [JyxoBHOI
AxkasieMnn apxmenickona Bepeiickoro EBrenns Bo BpeMs
ero nocenjennsi JPKOpraHBU/UIA B OKTsI0pe 2004 1.

HporpaMMa [MaJIOMHMYECTBa OblIa LIp€3BI)I‘{aIZHO HacCbI-
HIeHHOI“/I, €€ IIEPBBIM ITYHKTOM CTaJIO IIOCEUIEHNE CasaTo-

Tpounkoit Cepruesoit JIaBpol 1 MockoBckoit JlyXoBHOI
Axagemyu nu CeMuHapunm.

18 urons, rocty MOMUINUCH 3a BecenorupiM 6menmem B ITok-
poBckoM xpame MockoBckoit [lyxoBHoI AKajemMuy, 0 OKOHYA-
Huy 6orocmyxenus pekrop MJIAuC, apxuenuckon Bepeiickuit
EBrenmit fan B 4eCTb roCTel IPa3fHUYHbIN Y>KIH.

19 urons, B nenp CeaAToit Tpouiibl, rOCTY MOIUINCD 32
bBoxxectBenHnoit JIutyprueiit u Bedepreit B Tponukom cobope
JlaBpol. ITo okOHYaHMM GOTOCTYXKEeHNA AMaKoH Bragummp
Llypuxos npusercrBosan CaaAreriniero ITarpuapxa Anexcus
OT MMeHM MuTpononura Jlaspa u npenognec B gap Ilpen-
crosreno Pycckoit IlpaBociaBHoit Llepksu 06pas Kypckoit
KopenHoit nukons! boxxuert Matepu — Hanbonee 4TUMOI
cBATBIHM Pycckoro 3apy6exps.

B aTOT 3Xe feHp maJOMHNKY 1ToceTyn Xpambl Tpontie-Ce-
pruesoii JIaBpbl ¥ TO3HAKOMUTINCH € COKpoBuIHuLel Lep-
KOBHO-apXe0JIOT14ecKoro kabuHeta MockoBckoii JlyxoBHOI
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Axapnemun. Bo Bpems nnpe6biBanys B MOCKOBCKUX JYXOBHbBIX
HIKOJIaX CEMUHAPUCTHI U3 [I>KOpAaHBUILA MMETI BCTPEUHM C
npenogasatensamu u crygentamu MJJA u C.

20 utonA TATOMHVIKY TTOCeTH/IN CBATHIHM [ lepecaBa-3arnec-
ckoro, Pocrosa Benukoro, a Takke Tonrckuit MOHaCTBIPb.

21 uronsA, B NeHb Ipa3gHOBaHMA S pocmaBcKoil MKOHBI
boxneit Matepu, naioMHnKM Monmmnch B GeofopoBckoM
KadenpanpaoM cobope Spocnasns 3a boxxectBennoit JIn-
Typrueil, KOTOPYIO COBEpIINMI apXMenucKoI JpocmaBckuit
u Poctosckuit Kupunn. Haxopsacs B fIpocnasne, rocTu mo-
CeTI/IM TaKXKe TeOJIorndeckuit gpaxkynbreT SJpocmaBckoro
IIeflarorM4ecKoro yHuBepcuTeTa. Beuepom Toro e fH:
[aJIOMHUKY IpKObII B MOCKBY 11 OCTaHOBUINUCH B CpeTeH-
CKOM MOHACTBIpe, Ifie ObIIM TEIUIO MPUHATHI HAMECTHIUKOM
apXuMaHApUTOM TUXOHOM.

22 u 23 uroHA OBUIN IOCBAIIEHbI 3HAKOMCTBY CO CBATBIHAMM
U JOCTOIIPUMEYATETbHOCTAMYU CTOMIIEIN.

C 24 no 27 uronsa nayloMHMYeCKasA TPyIIa HAXOIM/IACh Ha
Conoskax. [lounTaHne HOBOMY4YEHIMKOB 1 MICIIOBETHMKOB
Poccmiicknx, MHOTME M3 KOTOPBIX IIpeTepIe My4deHndec-
Ky10 KOH4MHY B CO/IOBeIIKOM y1arepe, B 3apyOesxbe Bcerja
6b110 0cO6eHHO cnIbHBIM. MHOTHe npenofgaBaTenn CA-
To-Tpounkoit ceMuHapuy y4mnuch y npogeccopa V. M.
AnppeeBckoro — ObiBIIero y3Huka ColoBenKoro jareps,
KOTOPBIiT ObIT )KUBBIM CBUJIETE/IEM O[IBUTOB MYYEHVKOB 3
Bepy. [TosTomy nmamomMunyecTBo Ha COMOBKM OBUIO OHNUM
U3 K/II0YEBDbIX ITYHKTOB IIPOrPaMMBbl.

25 utoHA 6bIIO COBeplIeHa I0e3/IKa Ha OCTPOB AH3ep, I7ie B

BockpeceHckoM xpa-
me Tonrodo-Pacmsare-
KOTO CKITA IIpeIofa-
BaTeslb MOCKOBCKOII
JyxoBHOIT AKafeMun
nepomonax EBumumit,
CONPOBOXXaBIINIL
TPYIILY B IIaJIOMHMU- [}
4eCTBe, COBEPIIII MO-
nebeH nepej MOIaAMM
npernogo6xoro Vosa
AH3epcKoOro mnpu
y4acTuy 3apyOexKHbIX
I1aJIOMHVKOB.

26 UWOHSI TOCTU
NPUCYTCTBOBA/IN 32
boxxecTtBennomn JIn-
Typrueii, KOTOPYI0 BO3IJIaBU/I HaMeCTHUK COI0BeLKOro
MoHacThIps1 apxuManaput Mocud. ITo oxonyanvm JIutyprum
TOCTY C MKOHAaMM B PyKax IPUHANN y4acTye B KPeCTHOM
xofe.

28 urons 1o BosBpalieHny B MocKBy aJlOMHUKI HOCETUIN
Hoso-VepycanumMckuii MOHAaCTbIPb.

29 u 30 utons rpynmna Haxopunuch B Cankr-IlerepOypre
u IlaBnoBcKe.

1 urons o BosBpalleHNy B MOCKBY COCTOs/Iach BCTpeya
¢ pexTopoM u npenogasarensamu [Ipasocrasroro CesaTo-
Tuxonosckoro I'ymannrapHOoro YHuBepcuTera mporonepeeM
Bragumupom Bopo6beBbim. B 3TOT Ke ieHb MaOMHUKHU
BCTPETU/INCD C YWIeHaMM pefaKIuu XypHana «Mbl», U3fa-
Baemoro cryfenTamu MITIMO.

Ina crynenTos us [>)kopgaHBUILA, KOTOPbIE BIIEpBbIE T10-
opiBamu B Poccum, 3Ta moesfKa cTajla BayKHEIINM 3TalloM
3HAKOMCTBA C TOil CTPaHOIL, 0 KOTOPOIJI 10 3TOr0 OHU UMETIN
IpeJCTaB/IeHNe TOTIbKO 110 KHUraM. XOTenoch Obl HafieAThbCs,
4TO HOA0OHBIE [TA/IOMHNYECTBA IOMOTYT B OCO3HAHNN, YTO
TOJIBKO OpaTcKoe 00LIeHMe MOXKET IIOCTY>KUTb OCHOBOI /IS
CO3M/aTeNbHOTO B3aMMOJEICTBUA B OyIyIeM ABYX JacTeil
ennnoit Pycckoit Llepksu.

puakoH Bragumup ypukos
samecmumenv dexana Cesamo-Tpouykoii Cemunapuu 6
ncopoansunne 15/07/05 (adapted from Pravoslavie.ru)
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CAMPUS NEWS, SUMMER 2005

Fifty-Seventh Annual Commencement
Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary held its Fifty-Seventh
Annual Commencement Exercises on Sunday, June 5, 2005.
The day’s events began with a procession of clergy, honored
guests, faculty, and students from the refectory to the cathe-

dral, where His Eminence, Metropolitan Laurus, celebrated
a Thanksgiving Service. Following the completion of the
Thanksgiving Service and a group photograph, the assembled
processed to the Seminary auditorium. The opening exercises
were begun with the singing of the American and traditional

Russian National Anthems, after which Metropolitan Laurus
gave a short address, congratulating the graduating seminar-
ians and expressing the hope that they would set upon the
path of pastoral ministry. His Eminence then introduced this
year’s commencement speaker, Dr. Nickolas Lupinin, Senior
Lecturer in History at Franklin Pierce College (Concord, NH)
and President of the Association for the Study of Eastern
Christian History and Culture (ASEC).

Awards were then given to the top student in each class:
Novice Vitaly (Fedchenko) in first year; Novice Sergei (Tkatch)
in second year; Constantine Novogitsyn in third year; Alexis
Pjawka in fourth year; and Deacon Daniel Marshall in the fifth
year. Awards for special excellence were also given to Monk
Seraphim (Baltic), Nathan Williams, and Nikolaj Kostur. The
degree of Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) was then awarded to
the following students: Deacon Daniel Marshall (Magna cum
Laude), Monk Theophan (Jensen), Nikolaj Kostur, Daniil
Millwood, Radomir Plavic, Nathan Williams, and Dmitri
Filatov. Fr. Daniel Marshall and Nikolaj Kostur offered for-
mal words of appreciation and gratitude on behalf of the
graduating class.

Seminary Visit to Russia

A delegation representing Holy Trinity Seminary, consist-
ing of Deacon Vladimir Tsurikov, Assistant Dean, and five
seminarians, visited Russia from June 19 to July 2, 2005. The
group celebrated Pentecost at the Trinity-St. Sergius Lavra
before visiting the churches and monasteries of Moscow,
Rostov, Yaroslav, Solovki, and, finally, St. Petersburg. This trip,
the first formal visit to Russia by seminarians of Holy Trin-
ity Seminary, was undertaken with the blessings of both His
Holiness, Patriarch Alexei II, and His Eminence, Metropolitan
Laurus, and by special invitation of Archbishop Evgenii, Rec-
tor of the Moscow Theological Academy and Seminary, and
with the financial support of Mr. Boris A. Jordan, President
of the Sputnik Group in Moscow, Russia.

Summer School of Liturgical Music

The Summer School of Liturgical Music held its annual
session from July 3 to 6. Approximately thirty-five students
from around the world attended the courses and seven were
graduated, receiving the Certificate in Liturgical Music.

Alumnus Ordained to Priesthood
On the Feast of the Transfiguration of Christ, 2005, His
Grace, Bishop Gabriel of Manhattan, ordained Deacon Ser-
aphim Chemodakov (class of 2002) to the Priesthood at
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7= Holy Trinity Monastery. The
newly-ordained Fr. Seraphim
is the son of Archpriest Nikita
4] Chemodakov, an alumnus of
% Holy Trinity Seminary (class of
1976) and Rector of St. Nicho-
| las Church in Fairfield, NSW,
| Australia, and the nephew of
His Grace, Bishop Gabriel of
Manhattan, himself an alum-
nus (class of 1984) and former
instructor. Fr. Seraphim, who
also holds a degree in Applied
Science from the University of
Western Sydney, will move with
his family to Lakewood, NJ, to serve as an assistant priest at
the St. Alexander Nevsky Church.

Holy Trinity Monastery Marks its
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary

Holy Trinity Monastery marked the joint celebration of the
seventy-fifth anniversary of its founding and of the name-day
of its abbot, His Eminence, Metropolitan Laurus, First Hier-
arch of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad and Rector of
Holy Trinity Seminary.

On Wednesday, August 31, the day commemorating Saints
Flor and Laurus, His Eminence, Metropolitan Laurus, cel-
ebrated the Divine Liturgy accompanied by His Grace, Bishop
Agapit of Stuttgart, and many resident and visiting clergy,
headed by Archimandrite Flor (class of 1958), the senior
member of the monastery brotherhood. Following the service
His Eminence held a small reception in his personal office for
all who had come to greet him on his feast.

The festivities marking the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
founding of Holy Trinity Monastery were held over Labor Day
weekend. The festive services began on Saturday, September
3, with a procession to the cemetery church and back to meet
the monastery’s copy of the Pochaev Icon of the Mother of
God, following which a moleben with akathist was served to
the monastery’s heavenly patron, Saint Job of Pochaev, after
which the rule of preparation for Holy Communion was read.
Following dinner in the monastery refectory the Vigil service
with litia and polyeleos was held. On Sunday, September 4, a
festive Divine Liturgy, attended by many hundreds of people,
was served by His Eminence, Metropolitan Laurus (class
of 1958), accompanied by the Most Reverend Archbishops
Alypy of Chicago (class of 1958), Mark of Berlin, and Kyrill of
San Francisco, and the Reverend Bishops Michael of Boston,

Gabriel of Manhattan (class of 1984), and Peter of Cleveland
(class of 1971), accompanied by dozens of priests and deacons.
A moleben with procession was performed at the completion
of the Divine Liturgy, followed by a meal in the monastery
refectory for all present and a reception at His Eminence’s
“skete” The day concluded with Small Compline and a pan-
nikhida (memorial service) for all the reposed brethren of
the monastery.

On the following day, Monday, September 5, His Emi-
nence ordained Deacon Daniel Marshall (class of 2005) to
the Priesthood for service in the Diocese of Chicago and

the Midwest and elevated Igumen George (class of 1980),
the monastery steward and one of the monastery’s spiritual
fathers, to the rank of Archimandrite and Hieromonk John
(Berzins) (class of 1985) to the rank of Igumen. Following the
Divine Liturgy a festive banquet was held the Otesaga Hotel-
Resort in Cooperstown, NY, during which many tributes to
Holy Trinity Monastery and His Eminence, Metropolitan
Laurus, were delivered, including letters of greeting from His
Holiness, Patriarch Alexy of Moscow and All Russia, and His
Eminence, Archbishop Evgenii of Vereia and Rector of the
Moscow Theological Academy and Seminary, both of which
can be read on this website. A report on the anniversary
celebration appeared in the September 5, 2005, edition of
The New York Times.
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COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS, 2005
Professor Nickolas Lupinin, Senior Lecturer in History, Franklin Pierce College

I stand before you today in large measure due to my presi-
dency of the Association for the Study of Eastern Christian
History and Culture. The genesis of this scholarly organization
is instructive in referencing the state of the study of religious
history in this country and will lead to broader comment as
I proceed. Several years ago, in March 2002, a colleague and
I organized a conference at Harvard University on the his-
tory of the Russian Orthodox Church. The conference went
exceedingly well and the participating scholars insisted that
the work of the conference be pursued further. This was done
in two ways: the work of the conference itself was in essence
completed, this time at Yale University, in September 2003,
and the formation of ASEC (The Association for the Study
of Eastern Christian History and Culture) occurred, which
was announced at the Yale conference. The impetus for this
had already been very strong after the Harvard conference

- one might say irrevocably strong. The Association is now
growing rapidly in membership, publishes a Newsletter, is
affiliated with other scholarly endeavors, and sponsors panels
and conferences on Eastern Christianity (the next of which will
be at Ohio State University this coming October). Incidentally,
the cycle of conferences on Orthodoxy was completed with
another two-day symposium at Harvard in March 2004.

I bring this to your attention as graduates of a seminary be-
cause this is a potent indicator of the recrudescence of scholarly
interest in Orthodoxy — which I believe is at an unprecedented
level in this country. I posit that much of the professoriate in
our field - Doctors Nadezsda Kizenko, Vera Shevzov, George
Pahomov, Jennifer Spock, Donald Ostrowski, Russell Martin,
and many others — would concur, especially since they are at
the forefront of this welcome scholarly surge.

We also see similar growth in other areas, two of which I will
mention. One is the constantly increasing number of students
who sign up for religion courses in our colleges. The Harvard
course “Jesus and His Times,” for example, has been so over-
subscribed that it had to be moved to an auditorium seating
hundreds. And that is far from being a solitary instance.

The other is the growth in the number of converts to Ortho-
doxy in America. (I suspect there are some in the audience.)
A recent article in the Dallas Morning News dealt with this
subject. Titled “An Orthodox Choice: Ancient Faith Gains
From Decidedly More Modern Churches,” the article brought
out many intriguing points as to why that is the case: that
Orthodoxy directs itself toward God, not one’s own emotional
needs of the day; that the conversion process often begins with
an intellectual quest; that there is befuddlement at modern

churches that abandon historic Christian tenets, and strip
their sanctuaries of any religious symbolism. It is reaffirming
to see that our ancient Orthodoxy supplies answers to these
people. I maintain that much of this stems from the recog-
nition that Orthodoxy is a way of life, not just an occasional
ritual indulged in, not just an occasional classroom lesson
to be sat through.

Beyond the Orthodox context, in the area of religious his-
tory in general, there are also interesting developments (and
I am indebted to Professor Thomas Howard’s article on this
theme in Historically Speaking, June 2003). Howard describes
the new and powerful “religious turn” in modern European
historiography. For too long, almost all contemporary master
narratives or interpretations of modern history have been
secular. This has produced a “misshapen view” in which the
role of religion in modern history has been neglected. Some
of this stems from a perplexing mindset that presumes that
because secularism reigns supreme, it must be the product
of enlightened and scientific laws that contemporary societ-
ies are to absorb blessedly and willingly. And so, in looking
at texts of intellectual history (in Russia and the West), the
thinkers who are portrayed as having provided the dominant
impetus are invariably secular - Voltaire, Comte, Nietzsche,
Chernyshevsky. Professor Howard notes: “However, we must
remember that such elite, secularly inclined intellectuals are
often accorded importance today because they were forerun-
ners of contemporary trends and movements (sometimes ones
that have had only limited influence outside the academy). In
actuality, for the nineteenth and much of the twentieth cen-
tury, theologians, clergymen, and other religiously committed
intellectuals remained the more influential and representative
powers of their day, offering robust and divergent responses to
the forces of democracy, industry, science, and technology”

Unfortunately, the positive elements that I have relayed
to you thus far are not necessarily the dominant forces in
modern society. I need not delve into the always tempting
questions of comparative degrees of social evil - is our society
worse than prior generations in terms of ethics and morals?
I do not know - I have not lived in earlier ages. Suffice it to
say that we have troubles enough, like any age, to test our
moral and ethical resolve. The evils of pornography, includ-
ing abuse of children, on the Internet, which generates forty
percent of the income of the World Wide Web, and the fact
that, as was recently reported in a front page article in the
Boston Globe, almost all children between the ages of eleven
and seventeen manage to go view explicit sites on the Internet,
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are enough to envelop one in a primeval chill. Many recent
pronouncements regarding the prevailing “religious indiffer-
ence and secularism,” the disease of “moral relativism” and
parallel concerns (particularly via the issuance of the bishop
of Rome, who always gets the most media attention) point to
the deleterious effect these have on modern society. I might
pose a very simple question: are you comfortable with the
direction our society is taking?

As graduates of Holy Trinity Seminary, grounded in theol-
ogy, patristics, and ethics, you are well equipped to go into the
world, whether as priests or laymen. This is not something
that can be said about the average student coming out of a
university. There the student still often faces (in the words
of Professor Christian Smith) “hostility and condescension
toward religion.” Sadly, this is so entrenched in habit that it
comes naturally. Also sad is that the prevailing anti-religiosity
is particularly anti-Christian. In a brief address, I do not have
the capability to expand on this point. But I would hope that
you are all keenly aware, from a multiplicity of perspectives
and sources, of the attacks on Christianity that percolate in our
media, entertainment, and general sensibilities. The attacks
in other parts of the world sometimes go beyond the verbal.
The desecration of Orthodox churches and monasteries in
Kosovo is a good example. Item: in a brief period (March
17-19, 2004) some thirty-five Orthodox Christian churches
and monasteries were destroyed or heavily damaged. There
was no significant media attention or public outcry. Can
anyone conceivably imagine that a similar destruction of
this magnitude of the houses of worship of any other faith
would go unnoticed, unremarked, unacted upon? My gentle
friends: we have a lot to do.

Our lives do not put us face to face with the big issues
all the time. Much time will be spent facing assorted daily
tribulations, joys, and sorrows. It cannot but be so, but it adds
a burden for us because, as Fr. Alexander Men’ pointed out,
we live a dual life: we are Christian in some of our activities,
but do not adhere to Christian precepts for a whole range
of others. Orthodoxy is a way of life, as I mentioned earlier.
Can we strive to fulfill this axiom?

Elder Makarii of Optina was fond of noting that faith is a
gift — but that this does not absolve one from responsibility.
I do not want to suggest that taking responsibility for being
witnesses to the faith entails holding a placard in front of Wal-
Mart which reads: “I am Orthodox: follow me!” But it does
mean to strive for a life of conviction, of religious erudition,
of compassion for our fellow human beings, of prayer which
must lead to moral improvement (as Makarii says) - a life
wherein you are an example, a witness.

This does not mean that you are to disdain an active life.
One of Russian Orthodoxy’s most revered saints, St. Sera-
phim of Sarov, noted in one of his spiritual instructions that

“everyone who desires to traverse the spiritual life must begin
with the active life, and only then come to the contemplative.”
It does not mean that that you are to disdain the possibility
of sorrow entering your life — but Elder Agapit, of the great
Valaam Monastery, noted that sharing your sorrow leads to
thoughts of God. It does not mean to disdain that humility
which Elder Nazarius (of Valaam) said is the one of the very
foundations of Christianity. But it does mean to forget pride
and self-exaltation. It does mean to work to please God. Re-
member St. John Chrysostom, who observed that one who
has pleased God is worth more than a thousand of the impi-
ous. It does mean to rejoice in the great patristic texts of our
faith which teach us so many things: that the self-indulgent
heart becomes a prison for the soul, that the assiduous heart
is an open door, that virtue is not tested without affliction,
because affliction will certainly beset us at some stage in our
lives (Mark the Ascetic).

It does mean to be completely and totally unashamed of your
faith. Irecently ran across a prayer of thanksgiving following
Holy Communion of which I had been previously unaware. It
is an anonymous prayer containing these wondrous lines: “let
these gifts be for healing my own soul and body, the averting
of every evil, the illumination of the eyes of my heart, a faith
unashamed, a love unfeigned.” Finally, it also does mean to
confront one’s weaknesses. St. Theophan the Recluse, in his
great work The Path to Salvation, tells people they can do so
much on their own; they have the freedom to do good. But,
if one becomes weak and struggles, Theophan says: “Do not
fail to lay your sorrows on the living God, Who says: Iam
with you in an evil day - do not be afraid”

I must end, and in so doing, I enjoin you to treasure what
you have learned in these halls and the instructors and priests
who have taught you. Your spiritual fathers, your teachers,
your Orthodox texts, your intellectual training — none of
these will let you down. Guard them well in your hearts and
your memories. Years later, perhaps your own reminiscences
of your days here will appear in the memoir pages of the
Seminary’s Newsletter.

Annually, when I open my new calendar and appointment
book, I have gotten into the habit of entering, in my own hand,
the following verse from Psalm 90. I hope it is a verse that
befits the spirit of this day: So teach us to number our days,
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Congratulations once more to all of you!
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CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary is pleased to announce that its program leading
to an accredited Certificate in Theological Studies (HEGIS 5623) is now fully avail-
able in English. It is open to Orthodox men and women who have completed high
school; applicants must complete the same application forms and provide the same
documents as applicants to the B.Th. program. The program, which may be com-
pleted in either Russian or English, is divided into four semesters of independent
study, which must be taken in sequence. Each course consists of assigned readings,
an essay, and a written examination given at the Seminary during its final examina-
tion periods in December and May.

The course is divided into the following semesters:

First Semester Second Semester
Principles of Orthodoxy Old Testament

Old Testament New Testament

New Testament Liturgics

Liturgics Comparative Theology
Third Semester Fourth Semester
Patrology Canon Law

Dogmatic Theology Patrology

Pastoral Theology Dogmatic Theology
Canon Law Moral Theology

For more information please contact:
Holy Trinity Seminary Certificate Program

P. O. Box 36
Jordanville, NY 13361
(315) 858-0945
info@hts.edu
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Om pedaxuyuu: Buumanuio uumameneii npeonazaem no3opasnexue nonyuennoe Bovicokonpeocsauenneiiuuum
mumpononumom J/laepom ko OHio ez0 me3oumenumcmea u 75-mu nemust ocHoéanus Cesmo-Tpouuxozo
MoHacmulps - apxuenuckona Bepeiickozo Eezenus, pekmopa MocKkosckux 0yx06HbIX UIKOT — 6 HeM OmmeueHa
u ponv Ceamo-Tpouuxoii [Jyxoenoii Cemunapuu, naxooaueiics ¢ 1948 zo0a npu o6umenu Céamoii Tpouuwvt 6
copoaneunne.

Ero BricokomnpeocBsaieHcTBY,

Boicokonpeocsamennermemy JIABPY,

MuTtpononuty Boctouno- Amepukanckomy u Horo-Mopkckomy,
ITepsonepapxy Pycckoii IlpaBocnasroii Llepksu 3a Ipanuneit

Bawe Bvicokonpeoceauiercmeo!

Ot umeHn npodeccopcko-IpenogaBaTe/IbCKoi Kopropauy, CTyileHToB MockoBckoit [lyxoBHOI
Axanemun u CeMyHapui, a TakXKe COTPYAHUKOB Y4yeb6HOro Komnteta Pycckoii IIpaBocnaBHoit Llepksny,
CepJievHO MO3/PaByIsiio Bac ¢ THeM Te30MMEHUTCTBA, a TAK)Xe C CEMUAECATUIIATIIETHUM 001/IeeM OCHOBaHUS
Casato-Tpourkoit o6utenn B [I>xopaaHBuiie.

C roro momeHTa Kak Bl npn6sumn B CIIIA, Bam >x13HeHHBIIT Ty Th OBUT HEpa3pbIBHO CBA3aH co CBATO-
Tpourikoit o6uTenbio. Bl ObM B uncie IepBBIX HACETbHUKOB MOHACTBIPSI, OCHOBAHHOTO Ha aMEePYKaHCKO
3emJie Bbixoplamu 13 Kaprarckoit Pycu 1, BospacTas OT CUIBI B CHITY, IPOLIIN IIYTh OT IIPOCTOTO MOHAxXa [0
ITepBonepapxa 3apy6exxHoit Llepksu.

O6urtens B [I>kopfaHBIIIe IPOC/IABUIACD B 3apybeskbe U B Poccy, mpex/ie Bcero, Kak IeHTp
IYXOBHOIO IIpocBelenusA. B Tskenble s Hamero OTedecTBa rofibl [yXOBHas INTEPaTypPa, BbIIyCKaeMas
usgaTenbcTBOM CBATO-Tponiikoro MoHacThIps, Obl1a 6eCIieHHO [y XOBHOJ INIIel /IS BCeX MIPaBOC/TaBHBIX
XPUCTUAH, HAXOAUBIINXCS TI0f, THETOM aTeMCTIYeckol Baactu. OTpoMHOe 3Ha4YeHMe [1s 3apyOexxbs
nomyunna u Jlyxosaass CeMuHapys, OCHOBaHHas Ipy oO6uTenn. B aToil JyX0oBHOI! LITKOIe NIpeIofjaBaIy TaKye
3aMevaTe/IbHbIe feATeNy 3apy0exbs, kak apxuenuckon Apepknit (Taymes), apxumanaput KoncTaHTHH
(3artues), nporonpecsutep Muxann ITomasancknit, mpodeccop V. A. AunpeeBckuit u MHOrMe apyrue. Ham
OY€Hb IPUATHO OCO3HABATh, YTO B HACTOAILEE BpeMs MEXX/y HAIIVMU JJYXOBHBIMY IIKOJIaMU Ha/IaXKMBAIOTCSA
KOHCTPYKTUBHBIE B3aIMOOTHoLIeHA. Hazeloch, 3T KOHTAKThI CTaHYT B OyAyIeM fo0poil Tpaguuyen.

JKernato Bam, goporoit Bragpiko, 1 B JajibHelIIeM yCIEeITHO COBEpIIAaTb OTBETCTBEHHOE CITy>KeHIe
I[TepBonepapxa Pycckoit 3apy6exnoit Llepksu Ha 6maro Bamieit 6orocnacaeMoit IacTBBI.

VcnpammBaro cBATBIX MOMUTB Bamrero BeicokonpeocssiiieHcTBa, ¢ 6parckoii mo6oBbio o [ocriope,

EBIEHU

Apxuenuckon Bepericknii

[Tpencenarens Yuebnoro Komurera Pycckoii [TpaBocnaBHoit Llepksu
PexTop Mockosckoii [lyxoBHoit Akagemun u CeMUHapumn

2 centsa6ps 2005 T.
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New Publication of the Printshop of St. Job of Pochaev at

Holy Trinity Monastery in Jordanville, N.Y.
“HOLY TRINITY MONASTERY”
75th Anniversary
Photo Album
Edited by Protodeacon Victor Lochmatow
Copies may be obtained from:

Holy Trinity Monastery Bookstore
PO Box 36
Jordanville, N.Y. 13361-0036
Phone: (315) 858-0940

$35 per copy, plus $3 shipping and handling.
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